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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

BETWEEN: 

CATHERINE BOWLES 

Plaintiff 

- and-

RECONNAISSANCE ENERGY AFRICA LTD., 

Defendant 

NOTICE OF CIVIL CLAIM 

Proceeding under the Class Proceedings Act, RSBC 1996, c. 50 

This action has been commenced by the Plaintiff for the relief set out in Part 2 below. 

If you intend to respond to this action, you or your lawyer must 

(a) file a response to civil claim in Form 2 in the above-named registry of

this court within the time for response to civil claim described below,

and

(b) serve a copy of the filed response to civil claim on the plaintiff.

If you intend to make a counterclaim, you or your lawyer must 

(a) file a response to civil claim in Form 2 and a counterclaim in Form 3

in the above-named registry of this court within the time for

response to civil claim described below, and

(b) serve a copy of the filed response to civil claim and counterclaim on

the plaintiff and on any new parties named in the counterclaim.

JUDGMENT MAY BE PRONOUNCED AGAINST YOU IF YOU FAIL to file the 

response to civil claim within the time for response to civil claim described below. 

Time for response to civil claim 

A response to civil claim must be filed and served on the Plaintiff, 



(a) if you were served with the notice of civil claim anywhere in Canada,

within 21 days after that service,

(b) if you were served with the notice of civil claim anywhere in the United

States of America, within 35 days after that service,

(c) if you were served with the notice of civil claim anywhere else, within

49 days after that service, or

(d) if the time for response to civil claim has been set by order of the

court, within that time.

2 



CLAIM OF THE PLAINTIFF 

PART 1. NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a shareholder class action on behalf of a class consisting of all persons and entities

who purchased or otherwise acquired the securities of Reconnaissance Energy Africa Ltd. 

("ReconAfrica") between May 30, 2020 and September 7, 2021 (the "Class Period"), excluding 

those persons and entities that have issued their own action or a member of a certified class action 

in the United States and who have not otherwise opted out of said certified class action in the 

United States. 

2. ReconAfrica is an oil and gas exploration company with its home office in Vancouver,

British Columbia. ReconAfrica is a reporting issuer and its principal regulator is the British 

Columbia Securities Commission. It lists its securities on the Toronto Venture Exchange 

("RECO"), Frankfurt Stock Exchange ("0XD"), and the U.S. over-the-counter market 

("REC AF"). 

3. The Plaintiff, on behalf of herself and the Class (as defined within Part 2, herein), alleges

that between May 30, 2020 and August 30, 2021, ReconAfrica published core and non-core 

documents containing misrepresentations that were publicly corrected between June 24 and 

September 7, 2021 (the "Public Corrective Statements"). 

4. The Plaintiff seeks to recover damages incurred as a direct and foreseeable result of

ReconAfrica's misrepresentations and their public correction. 
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PART2. STATEMENT OF FACTS 

5. The Plaintiff relies upon the British Columbia Securities Act ("BCSA") for definitions in

addition to the terms that are defined elsewhere herein. 

The Plaintiff 

6. Catherine Bowles is a resident of British Columbia, Canada. Immediately after the

Defendant responded to adverse facts alleged by a third-party, on June 28, 2021, the Plaintiff 

purchased 487 shares of ReconAfrica, held all those shares until after the Public Corrective 

Statements released on July 14 and September 7, 2021, and suffered an economic loss. 

The Class 

7. The Plaintiff is advancing her causes of action on behalf of herself and other investors (the

"Class") defined as: All investors, except excluded investors, that purchased the Defendant's 

securities between May 30, 2020 and September 7, 2021, and held all or some of those purchased 

securities after September 7, 2021 (the "Class Period"). 

8. The excluded investors are defined as any insider, and his/her immediate family, of the

Defendant; any member of Advanced Media Solutions Ltd., Bull Market Media GmbH, Digitonic 

Ltd., Quester Advisors; any executive of Canaccord; and any investor that purchased the 

Defendant's securities on the U.S. OTC market. 

The Defendant 

9. ReconAfrica is incorporated in British Columbia, Canada and maintains its principal

executive offices at PO Box 48326 Bentall, Vancouver, BC, V7X lAl ,  Canada. It is a Responsible 

and Reporting Issuer that lists its securities on the TSX Venture, Nasdaq, and Frankfurt Stock 

Exchange. 
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The Material Facts: 

Total Mix of Information, Impugned Documents, and the Misrepresentations 

10. Prior to the Class Period, the Defendant controlled the total mix of information for investors

to make an investing decision to purchase, sell, or to hold its securities. 

11. During the Class Period, ReconAfrica's only oil and gas exploration activities were in

Namibia, a country in Africa. From the time ReconAfrica was introduced to public stock markets 

in February 2019, and over the following year and a half, the Company touted its plans to frack oil 

in Namibia as its core business plan. 

12. During the Class Period, the Company signaled its planned fracking by referencing

"unconventional" resources and "shale" deposits within Namibia. In industry parlance, 

"unconventional" resources and/or "shale" deposits refer to oil and gas deposits requmng 

extraction by fracking. These false statements resulted in ReconAfrica's share price being 

artificially inflated. 

13. On September 16, 2020, The Namibian, the largest daily newspaper in Namibia, published

an article criticizing ReconAfrica's intent to frack, and the related environmental concerns it 

triggered. On September 18, 2020, the Namibia Ministry of Mines and Energy issued a press 

release in response to the article, clarifying that ReconAfrica had not been authorized to frack, 

stating in relevant part: 

[N]o Licence for the development of unconventional resources (E.g. Shale gas) has
ever been applied for/or granted in Namibia. This means that on record, no
hydraulic fracking activities are planned in Namibia. It also means that the company
Recon will not be conducting any fracking activities in the Okavango Delta.

14. The Company's representations to investors were misleading because investors were led

to believe that ReconAfrica would pursue a fracking-based approach, without being told that 

ReconAfrica had no reasonable expectation that fracking would be permitted in Namibia. 
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15. In response to these developments and additional media reporting detailing ReconAfrica's

fracking plans and related environmental concerns, the Company abruptly changed its messaging 

to investors. From October 2020 on, ReconAfrica stated that it was focused on conventional oil 

and gas production and had no plans to engage in fracking. 

16. Nevertheless, the Defendant's statements to investors reported positive test results but

omitted critical facts in the form of key technical data in the Company's possession that was 

necessary for investors to adequately evaluate its test well results. Such standard technical 

information included, for example, well depth, mud log data and wireline log data. 

17. Commencing June 24, 2021, research firm Viceroy Research LLC ("Viceroy") published

a report exposing the Defendant's wrongdoing. The report detailed ReconAfrica's unrealistic 

fracking intentions, and the omission of material facts concerning their data from the Company's 

promotional test well announcements. 

18. Viceroy continued to publish additional reports further revealing the Defendant's

misrepresentations and weak prospects for conventional oil and gas production. Those reports 

included a Viceroy report dated September 7, 2021, the last day of the Class Period, pointing out 

significant weaknesses and omissions in the Company's then most recently announced test results. 

19. During the Class Period, the Defendant failed to disclose to investors that: (1) ReconAfrica

had not determined whether Namibia would allow fracking, which had never been done in 

Namibia, and which was central to the Company's business plans; and (2) ReconAfrica possessed 

data from its test wells that revealed poor prospects for achieving oil and gas production that would 

be commercially viable. These omitted material facts undermined the Defendant's public 

statements made during the Class Period, rendering them misleading. 
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Plaintiffs address for service: 

BERGER MONT AGUE (CANADA) PC 

330 Bay Street, Suite 1302 

Toronto, ON M5H 2S8 

Albert Pelletier (LSO#46965R) 
Tel: 647.268.4475 
Email: apelletier@bm.net 

Lawyers for the Plaintiff 

Place of Trial: Vancouver, British Columbia 

The address of the registry is: 

800 Smithe Street 
Vancouver, BC 
V6Z 2El 

Date: May 23, 2023 
Signature oflawyer for plaintiff 
Albert Pelletier (LSO#46965R) 
Berger Montague (Canada) PC 
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